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P.O. Box 495
King Salmon, Alaska  99613

Telephone:  (907) 246-3421
Fax:  (907) 246-6602


Date:  	12/7/2020
To: 	All Communities in Lake and Peninsula Borough
From:  	Nathan Hill, Manager 
Re: 	Weekly Update – Nov 30 thru Dec 4

COVID-19 vaccine distribution planning is starting to move. This is a 3-phase process with healthcare ‘frontline’ workers and those most vulnerable (e.g., residents of long-term care facilities) included in phase 1 of the distribution. There is not yet an exact timeline but we anticipate the first phase of vaccines to be distributed later this month. We will be sharing more information on the distribution plan and timeline for our region in the weeks ahead. 

The CDC revised their quarantine guidance earlier this week to allow people who may have been exposed to COVID-19 to shorten their quarantine period from 14 days to as few as 7 days with a negative COVID-19 test. The CDC continues to recommend a quarantine period of 14 days, but now provides two new options to shorten quarantine based on local circumstances and resources. The State of Alaska DHSS supports the following options to reduce quarantine for contacts of persons with COVID-19:

·  Quarantine can end after 10 days, on day 11, without testing if no symptoms have been reported during daily symptom monitoring. People should continue to monitor for symptoms for 14 days; if symptoms arise, self-isolate and get tested promptly.
·  If communities have enough testing resources, quarantine can end after 7 days, on day 8, if the person takes a COVID-19 test within 48 hours of day 7 and receives a negative result. The person needs to stay in quarantine until their test result comes back. Quarantine cannot be discontinued earlier than day 8, even if the test result comes back earlier. People should continue to monitor for symptoms for 14 days; if symptoms arise, self-isolate and get tested promptly.

Please check in with and continue to follow local ordinances and protocols. CDC guidance and State recommendations do not cancel or invalidate local ordinances currently in place. It is critical to remember that we are still in a state of high alert and risk with several hundred new cases reported daily. 

In other news, USDA's Seafood Trade Relief Program has extended the deadline to apply for these funds. Fishermen can now signup for the program through January 15, 2021.

Finally, after months of delay, Congress appears to be moving toward an agreement on a $908 billion package to provide additional support for people and communities still reeling from the health and economic consequences of the pandemic. This package includes $160 billion for State, Local, and Tribal Governments; $180 billion in additional Unemployment Insurance (UI); and $288 billion for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP); and more. 
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